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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Dan Mushalko

WCBE 90.5 FM – General Manager

Phone: 614/365-5555 x 301

Fax: 614/365-6775

Email: dmushalko@wcbe.org

WCBE RANKED 10TH IN COLUMBUS RADIO MARKET: CLOSE OF FISCAL YEAR MARKS MOST-SUCCESSFUL FUNDRAISING YEAR IN STATION HISTORY

Columbus, OH — July 15, 2010 — Arbitron rating service reported the results of the radio listening survey for Winter Quarter, 2010 (Persons 12+ AQH Shares), and 90.5 FM WCBE is ranked in 10th place for all radio broadcasters in the Columbus/central-Ohio metro market. In some key demographic profiles WCBE’s ranking was even higher.

Not only has WCBE increased total listeners, these listeners have also increased their Time-Spent-Listening (TSL).

“This results in a more engaged audience for our underwriting sponsors. And, demographically, a more select audience in terms of education, income, and influence,” said WCBE underwriting associate, Jim Coe. “For a public, non-profit radio broadcaster to engage so many listeners is extraordinary!”

The increase in total listeners helped WCBE’s membership department end the 2009-2010 fiscal year successfully, raising $672,081 – the largest amount donated through listener contributions in station history. This amount is a 4.7% increase over last fiscal year.

“Over 5700 listeners gave to the station last fiscal year; what an exceptionally supportive community we live in!” said WCBE membership director, Richelle Antczak McCuen. “Twice a year we schedule on-air fund drives asking our listening community to help us pay for the programming they love and each year we come so close to hitting goal. This year we met our spring membership goal and in turn had our most-successful fundraising year in station history!”

Two matching challenge grants played a major role in helping WCBE achieve their spring fund drive goal: $25,000 was donated by members prior to the drive and was released from its funding line after listeners matched that amount. A corporate matching challenge gift of $22,500 from Chornyak & Associates, Ltd., was also donated to the station to be used as a match. This donation was divided over a two day period assisting WCBE in maintaining their fundraising momentum throughout the drive.

"Support like this paves the way for a world of new service to central Ohio," enthused WCBE's general manager, Dan Mushalko. "It supports our continued mission to bring in-depth news and rarely-heard music to Columbus -- and increased support also helps us serve the community in deeper ways: partnering with arts and environmental organizations, boosting internship opportunities for students, and finding pathways to give voice to area youth. Support for WCBE," he adds, "really supports the entire community."

# # #

If you’d like more information about this topic, or to schedule an interview with Dan Mushalko, please call Richelle Antczak McCuen at 614/365-5555 x 251 or email Richelle at rant@wcbe.org.

90.5 FM WCBE is Columbus’s most-listened to NPR station and exists to serve the cultural, information, and educational needs of Central Ohio and beyond. We fulfill this mission utilizing all available audio media: radio broadcasting, web streaming, content provision, and any other media existing or emerging which will help us enhance our community. The station is owned by Columbus City Schools.
